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Fall CrossTraining 
Get refreshed for fall with CrossTraining Adult Seminars! The classes for the fall 
session, from September 9-November 18, are listed below. Classes are held every 
Wednesday night 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the Activities Center with Wednesday 
Night Dinner preceding the classes at 5:30 p.m. Registration and class details are 
on the website at fbcwilmington.org. You can also register for Wednesday Night 
Dinner on the website. We look forward to seeing you on Wednesday nights!
CrossTraining Seminars:
HIS NEEDS, HER NEEDS - a six week marriage enrichment seminar led by 
Jim & Lisa Everette.
PHILIPPIANS - a Bible study looking at what Paul’s letter to the church at 
Philippi has to say to Christians today, led by Bill Dunn.
MARGIN - a seminar led by Jayne Davis examining our overloaded lifestyles and 
ways to create margin in our physical, emotional, financial and spiritual lives.

Wednesday Night Dinner 
Continues This Fall

Children, youth and adults will all gather together around tables in the gym for dinner 
on Wednesday nights for a home cooked meal prepared by our dinner team! It will be a 

wonderful time of food and fellowship that you won’t want to miss. Dinner is at 5:30 p.m. 
followed by CrossTraining seminars at 6:30 p.m. Registration for dinner is now open on our 

website and is separate from seminar registration. Meal reservations must be made by noon 
on Monday each week. If you cannot attend please make sure to cancel ahead of time. Meals 

are $5/person with a family cap at $20 and you can pay online on our website. 

CrossTraining Kids
CrossTraining Kids is the place to be on Wednesday 
nights! Invite your friends and make plans to come to 
CrossTraining this fall! Our focus will be learning all 
about the ARMOR OF GOD!  For our 1st-6th graders, 
CrossTraining is high energy fun, hanging out with old 
friends, making new friends, singing incredible songs 
about the love of Jesus, off-the-wall games, small group 
devotions, awesome missions and large group Bible 
teaching - all in the coolest place in Wilmington - the 
COVE at the FBC Activities Center! Our preschoolers 
who are 2-K enjoy a classroom setting with hands-on 
learning, fun singing, outside playground time, crafts, 
games and meaningful mission projects. 
JCrew, our FBC kids choir, has many new and fun things planned for this Fall. Come out to 
JCrew each week prior to CrossTraining. JCrew will be held from 4:30 - 5:30 each Wednesday, 
followed by CrossTraining seminars at 6:30 p.m.
Join the CrossTraining Volunteer Team! There are openings in several areas, such as small
group, registration, crafts, missions and preschool leaders. Please contact Mrs. Jeannie as soon 
as possible if you would like to join this exciting ministry at jtroutman@fbcwilmington.org or 
763-2471.



OUR VISION:
“To become a community of  

believers that is open and  welcoming to 
anyone, no  matter where they are on  their 

faith journey, and is  intentionally joining 
with Christ in His redemptive work and 

purposes in the world.”

OUR MISSION:
“To become, and help others to 

become, fully devoted  
followers of  Jesus 

Christ.”

Sunday Worship 
Schedule

August 9
“Strange”

1 Peter 2:11-12
Matt Cook

Worshiping God makes us different and 
that’s a good thing.

August 16
“Holy”

1 Peter 2:11-12
Matt Cook

Worshiping God makes a difference in the way 
we live our lives and the choices we make.

August 23
“Unguarded”
1 Peter 2:11-12

Matt Cook
Being different does not mean we are 

superior, nor does it mean that non-believers are 
the enemy.

August 30
“Good”

1 Peter 2:11-12
Matt Cook

The best way to bear witness to God and how that 
makes us different is by displaying goodness and love.

God Shows Up
“Can’t we just stay here Lord?” 
 
That was Peter’s question up on the mountain of 
transfiguration. And who could blame him?  He, James, 
and John had watched as something amazing took place. 
The heavens opened up. Jesus was hanging out with Moses 
and Elijah. What was happening on that mountain was pow-
erful.   God showed up and it was awesome!
 
Last week, I returned home with our FBC team from a trip 
to Africa. Every time I go on a mission trip there’s a small part of me that’s sad to come 
home. Something powerful happens in such places and it is awesome! 
 
When I leave to go on a trip, I’m always a little nervous that God isn’t going to show up 
like He did in the past, but He always does. In recent years, I’ve spent some time think-
ing about that. Any of us who’ve ever been away on a mission trip, or on a retreat, or to a 
camp can probably describe not only what it felt like to worship God on the “mountain 
top” but also what it feels like to come back to normal life. But truthfully, as beautiful as 
mountains are, there’s nothing particularly magical about them. Sure God has a habit of 
appearing on mountains, in dreams, at wells, as a stranger…and in a 
variety of other ways as well.
 
God keeps showing up…the only difference, it seems, is whether we’re paying attention. 
 
I write those words not to chastise but to bless. I think all of us are hungry for more of 
God. Actually, I don’t think that, I know that. Even if we don’t realize that’s what that 
hunger is, we’re all feeling it. We were made to worship God and we’re not truly fulfilled 
until we do. But the good news is that God doesn’t hold back. God isn’t some elusive 
rock star who only comes out on stage when the lights are on and the crowd is big.
 
God keeps coming, sometimes in surprising ways, but God keeps coming. We don’t 
have to stay on a mountain to experience his presence, we just have to be still long 
enough to spot Him. We just have to listen closely enough to hear him. 
 
If there’s anything we could learn during our year-long focus on worship, I hope that’s 
it. We can take surveys, make changes, and call new leadership, but when it all comes 
down to it, God is still the same God. And that same God who appeared to us in the 
past keeps appearing today, and not always in the sanctuary at 5th and Market or on 
a trip to Guatemala or Dallas or South Africa. So let’s make sure to open our eyes and 
ears and lives, because God doesn’t just camp out on mountaintops. God is on the 
move and if we pay attention we’ll get to go where He is going and that’s even better 
than staying on a mountain.
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Promotion Sunday
Promotion Sunday is always a special day as our kids move up a grade to their new 
Sunday School class. Meeting new teachers, discovering a new classroom and 
making new friends make this Sunday one you 
will not want to miss! On August 23, all kids 
from 2 years old to 11th grade should attend 
their normal regular classroom and half way
 through Sunday school, we will ‘promote’ 
and your child will be taken to their NEW 
class. Remember that pick up for all 
children who are in Kindergarten through 
2nd grade is by 10:45 a.m. Children who 
are in the 3rd grade and up will be 
dismissed at 10:45 from their classroom.



2015 Surf Camp
Mission Surf 
Camp, held 
July 20-22, 
was a terrific 
time of 
surfing the 
waves at 
Wrightsville 
Beach! We 
had a big 
loving 

family of over 43 Portia kids, Karen Burmese kids and good ‘ole 
FBC kids!

Prepare Your 
Child for Worship 

If your child is a rising Kindergartner you 
are invited to attend the ‘Preparation for 

Worship’ class on Sunday, August 16 in the 
Sanctuary at 10:00 a.m. This time for all 
kindergarten parents is special as together we 
will learn about the responsibility of teaching 
your child about the importance of worshiping 
our God. The book, Parenting in the Pew by 
Robbie Castleman, will be our guide. Copies 
are available to borrow in the Media Center.

FBC Youth Were Busy This 
Summer With Mission 
Work & Discipleship

High school students and leaders from the FBC Youth Group traveled to Dallas, 
Texas July 10-19 to be the hands and feet of Jesus. They partnered with Mission Serve 
to work on improving homes in the Dallas area. A total of 8 homes were completed, 
including 3 roofing projects. There were five churches represented that week from NC, 
Alabama, Louisiana and Texas. After a long day on the work site, everyone participated 
in an evening worship service, including a special Concert of Prayer service on Tuesday 
night. The youth had exciting adventures along the way, including visiting the Duck 
Commander warehouse, the 6th Floor Museum at Dealey Plaza and the site of President 
JFK’s assination, AT&T Stadium in Arlington, and the Stockyards at Fort Worth! The 
awesome adult leaders and our bus driver, Tom Corder, helped make it a life changing 
week for everyone. The group is really excited to be hosting a Mission Serve week next 
summer at our Activities Center where youth groups from the around the country will 
come and be the hands and feet of Jesus in the Wilmington area.

 

The FBC middle school students and leaders 
traveled to Ridgecrest, NC for a great week of 
youth camp. The theme for the week was “Come 
to the Table”. Students and adults were challenged 
to not forget Jesus’ grace, forgiveness, and mercy in the midst 
of everything that is going on in their hectic and sometimes 
stressful lives. The invitation to the table is always there, as we 
are not asked to do life alone. Our students had a great time 
with Bible study each day, 

recreation, and large group worship sessions. A lot of 
great laughs and times were had by all in the
 mountains as many were able to get refocused on 
their relationship with Jesus before starting a new 
school year.
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In this season of change at First Baptist Church, 
the monthly Transitions Updates column is provided so that you can be informed of short-term and long-term changes 
taking place in our church. Updates are also posted on our website at www.fbcwilmington.org.

Transition Updates

FBC Spent July on Mission Around the World

Our team, along with over 70 folks from the churches of the 
South Africa Ministry Network, worked at four ministry sites 
in South Africa helping with a preschool and taking part in 
home visits and light construction in Emmaus, providing a 
retreat for caregivers who live and work with abused 
children, building playground equipment at a ministry for 
children impacted by HIV/AIDS, and assisting Berea Baptist 
Church and Refilwe ministry in Johannesburg in their work 
with abandoned babies and children orphaned by HIV/AIDS.  
We also participated in the meeting of the Baptist World 
Alliance in Durban, worshiping and sharing fellowship with 
Baptists from over 50 countries.

FBC ventured to Guatemala July 23-30, which is the first of two trips there 
this year. This incredible group were the hands and feet of Jesus as they 
built 16 houses for Guatemalan families living in the mountains, gave food 
baskets to a hundred families to last them a month and spent time with 
Guatemalan children and their families as they received love & friendship. 
200 kids had smiles on their faces as they each received a soccer ball! We 
look forward to our second trip October 4–October 10, 2015. The cost is 
$850. If you would like to join us for this life-changing trip, turn in a $300 
deposit to reserve your spot!

Sharing Life Together L
Permanent Administration Update: After an extensive search that included more than forty different 
candidates, the Personnel Committee is pleased to announce that we have extended a call to John Daniels to serve as our 
new Minister of Administration. John will join our staff in mid-August. Please see the full article on page 8. 
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To see more photos from these mission 
trips, visit www.fbcwilmington.org and 
click on the Multi-Media Tab then the 
Event Photos page. 



FBC Spent July on Mission Around the World

The following memorials have been given generously, and 
we are deeply grateful:

Memorial Gifts
General Fund

In memory of Ed Crumpler 
by Mike & Connie Tatum

by Tom & Bettie Anne West
In memory of Margaret Whitaker Wood

by FBC Diaconate
In honor of Tyler Thayer’s 21st birthday

by Ron & Tracey Thayer

Music Ministry
In memory of Carl Lahetta 

by Merv Gertler

Guatemala Food Baskets
In memory of Larry Johnson

by Mrs. Lois Johnson

 
Special 
Needs 
Ministry at FBC
FBC strives to be a place where every person’s 
ability is welcomed to worship God. Our Special 
Needs Ministry is expanding and we are seeking 
individuals who have a heart and passion for 
seeing every person, no matter how they are abled, be 
engaged at FBC. We have the opportunity to minister 
to a child who is deaf and are assembling  a team of 
individuals who could walk alongside this child and 
family as she grows and be able to communicate with 
her and translate for teachers and leaders. There will 
be an informational session held September 15 at the 
FBC Activities Center in Smith Hall. For more 
information about the meeting, contact Janet Nelson 
or Lara Pike. Cued Speech is a type of sign language 
that uses hand movements with mouth shapes to 
communicate to the hearing impaired. We also desire 
to build a team to ‘shadow’ our children with 
exceptional needs in our regular children’s and youth 
Sunday School classes. If this is a ministry God has 
given you a passion for, or if you need more 
information, please contact Mrs. Jeannie at 
jtroutman@fbcwilmington.org or 910-763-2471. 

In Sympathy
Christian sympathy is extended to Cherry Crumpler on the death 
of her husband, Ed Crumpler on July 14, 2015.

Christian sympathy is extended to Marcy Lahetta on the loss of 
her husband, Carl Lahetta on July 1, 2015.

Christian sympathy is extended to Wanda Musslewhite on the 
loss of her mother, Hilda Hall, on July 17, 2015.

Christian sympathy is extended to Susan Keishial and Linda 
Blake on the loss of their sister, Dena Henderson, on July 21, 
2015. Though Dena was a not a member of First Baptist, she 
worked as a child care provider at FBC for many years and her 
faithful loving care for children touched many lives over the 
years. Her funeral was at her home church of Trinity Methodist 
in Wilmington.

Giving
July Goal:

July Receipts: 

YTD Goal:
YTD Receipts:

Fellowship Fund:

Attendance

Worship            518        616         594        655             
Sunday            369        485         457        469      
School   

JULY
5

JULY
12

JULY
19
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FBC Mission Fund
In memory of Carl Lahetta 

by Willis & Ann Brown
by Eleanor & Doug Wille

by Richard & Cecile Crouch
by William F. Krueger

by Steven & Lisa Kocks
by Edward & Patrice Becker

by Mavis Strieter
by Marlene Gembarowski

by Richard & Carol Brocchi
by the Wells Class

by Joan B. Marshall
by Wallace & Sharon MacPhail

by Gary Streiter
by Claudia R. Noel

$ 153,333.00
$ 125,851.51
 -  27,481.49
$ 1,102,620.00
$ 1,020,923.06
- 81,696.94
$ 13,385.00

JULY
26

Get Connected to FBC 
Are you new to First Baptist Church? Would you like more information, 
have questions or want to know how to get involved? You are invited to the 
Connections Class! This is a four-session class held on Sunday mornings at 
10 a.m. beginning August 9th. Designed to help new and prospective 

members learn more about the life 
and mission of FBC, this class is 
your opportunity to meet 
members of the pastoral staff 
and make new friends. We 
hope you will join us! Register 
online at fbcwilmington.org 
under the Events tab or 
contact Jim Everette at 
jeverette@fbcwilmington.org. 
We would love to get you 
connected!



Share the Love 
of Jesus to Our Young 
Disciples
The Children’s Ministry Committee would like to invite you to pray about 
joining our committed group of Children’s Sunday School teachers. August 23 
is the beginning of a new year for Sunday School and we would like to add a few 
people to our team who love kids and are passionate about sharing the love of 
Jesus to our youngest disciples. If God has placed this desire in your heart please 
contact Mrs. Jeannie by August 9th. Sunday School teachers lead every week or 
every other week with another adult in sharing the teaching responsibilities. 
There is no greater gift than to give your heart and time to teaching God’s Story of 

love and grace to our children.

 Retreats to Fill Your Spiritual 
Needs This Fall

FBC Women’s Retreat 
October 31, 2015 | 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Holiday Inn Resort, Wrightsville Beach
Join your fellow FBC ladies for a time of spiritual 

renewal and fellowship. The topic this year is 
“Celebrating Missionaries”. Several missionaries and 

some of our own members will share their experiences 
on the mission field. The cost is $35 which includes a 

coffee and danish breakfast, lunch and materials. Please 
send your check to Marie Lane at FBC and indicate 

Women’s Retreat in the memo line. For more information 
contact Gaye Thomas at jthomas14@ec.rr.com or at 791-2943.

Carolina Women
October 16 -17, 2015 | Fort Caswell, Oak Island, NC
 The Carolina Women retreat, held by WMU of NC and WMU 

of SC, will be at Fort Caswell Baptist Assembly on Oak Island. 
This will be a wonderful time to gather with women from across 
the two states to see how God is at work, hear from speakers like 
Phyllis Elvington, Debby Akerman, Beth Greer, and CrossWalk. 
What better way to renew and refresh than at a retreat surrounded 
by the beauty of God’s majesty? Register at wmunc.org.

Also save the date for the Spirituality Retreat February 26-28, 2016. More details to come! 

Open Cove Fun 
Days
We are excited to announce our SUMMER OPEN COVE 
FUN DAYS for kids who are rising 1st- 6th Grade. July 
Open Cove days were so much fun that we had to extend 
it to August! The Cove will be open August 4, 6, 11 and 
13 from 1:00-4:30 p.m. with games, a movie, devotion, a 
small snack and gym play time! Cove Fun Days cost 
$5 per child. Join us for fun and faith with new friends!
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Let the Rehearsals 
Begin! 

It’s that time of year again! The 
Chancel Choir starts rehearsing 

for “Christmas at First Baptist” in 
August, and if you’ve been waiting 
for an opportunity to serve, then 
this is the perfect time to join! Our 
first rehearsal will be August 6th, at 7 p.m. in the choir room, where we 
will be enjoying fellowship and food with one another, as well as making 
some music. If you missed us in August, then join us for a 6 p.m. dinner on 
Friday, September 11, as we kick off our weekend choir “mini-retreat”. It is 
essential that everyone who would like to sing for Christmas attend this 
rehearsal. If interested, please contact Steven Thomason at sthomason@
fbcwilmington.org or 763-2471 (office) or 919-434-6370 (cell). 

We look forward to singing with you!

Time to Dance!
If you want to learn to 
Shag, you may as well 
learn from the best! 
Brad White, the 2004 
Non-professional 
National Champion, 
will be teaching a 
Beginner’s Shag Class 
at the Activities Center 
starting August 13 
from 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

The class will be at a discounted rate of $20 per person 
for four lessons. Call the Activities Center at 799-7564 
to sign up and have your $20 paid before August 10. 
Class size is limited so don’t delay! Partners are 
encouraged, but not required.

The Activities Center was the place  
to be last month as 185 preschoolers and

 close to 100 volunteers attended Camp Creation 
2015. Our campers learned through play, song, 

crafts and Bible study that God’s story teaches all 
of us that God made the world and each one of 
them. They also learned, through a man named 

Jonah, that God desires for us to be obedient and 
to love others. We had such a fun week 

learning and playing together with laughter and 
sweet voices filling the building and filling our 
hearts. Thank you to all of the adult and youth 
volunteers who made this year’s camp so very 

special- we truly have the ‘best’ volunteers in the 
world. For camp highlight pictures and the Camp 

Creation video, please visit 
www.fbcwilmington.org or visit us on 

Facebook at FBC Children’s 
Ministry- Wilmington NC.

Th ank You! Thank 
You to all the 2015 
Children’s Ministry 

Summer Camp Volunteers who 
have poured their time, talents, 

strengths, resources, prayers and heart 
into the Children’s Ministry Summer 

Camps 2015. I pray that the seeds of faith 
you have sewn this summer will be 

nurtured in the months and years ahead 
and that God will use these seeds to grow 

each child’s heart to love Him and to 
love others.  “We love because He 

first loved us.” 1 John 4:19 
– Mrs. Jeannie
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Share the Love 
of Jesus to Our Young 
Disciples
The Children’s Ministry Committee would like to invite you to pray about 
joining our committed group of Children’s Sunday School teachers. August 23 
is the beginning of a new year for Sunday School and we would like to add a few 
people to our team who love kids and are passionate about sharing the love of 
Jesus to our youngest disciples. If God has placed this desire in your heart please 
contact Mrs. Jeannie by August 9th. Sunday School teachers lead every week or 
every other week with another adult in sharing the teaching responsibilities. 
There is no greater gift than to give your heart and time to teaching God’s Story of 

love and grace to our children.
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Welcome New Minister of Administration 
After an extensive search that included more than forty different candidates, the Personnel 
Committee is pleased to announce that we have extended a call to John Daniels to serve as our new 
Minister of Administration. John will join our staff in mid-August. 
John comes to us from serving on staff at FBC Waynesville, NC for almost 21 years. After earning a 
Religion degree from Carson-Newman College, he attended Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary and obtained a Master of Arts in Religious Education. Daniels and his wife, Melinda, 
were college sweethearts and have been married for almost thirty years. They have two adult 
children, Erin and John, IV (Jay). Welcome to the First Baptist Wilmington team! 


